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O'Carroll '18 Selected for Fulbright Program 
April 26, leiS 

BLOOMINGIDN. III. - Senio r international 

b>Jsi neS$ majo, Sean O'Carroll'18 has been 

chosen to represent Illinois Wesleyan UnM>r1ity 
and the United Stat"! as a j . Wi ll iam Eulbr!gbt 

English Teach ing Msistant in Malaysia next year. 

O'Carroil wil l leave fo r Malaysia in January of 

2019, and after a three·week orientation 
program, he will spo!nd to!n months teach ing 
English in a rura l Malaysian high school. In 
pa rtne rship with a native Malay-speaking 

teach"", I'll' will conduct in·dass activities as well 

as extracurricular programs, including an English 

~m" 

""They don', norma lly have visitors in rural 

Malays ia, 50 anything that I ClIO do to he lp the 
student! learn English or learn mOre about 
America is part of my job; O'Carroll said , 

"Secause the Fulbright Prog ram is funded 
through the Us. Department of State, I'm a 

Sean O'carroH '18 will serve as a Fulbright EJ\9li!h Teaching Assistant in 
Malaysia, 

representative ollhe United States government whi le I'm over there, And, I need to do as much as I can to help ou~ because 
that's the whole mission of Fu lbright." 

As an Il linois Wesleyan sll.den~ O'carrol l gained international bUSiness experiences th rough the IWU Freeman Asia loternshiR 
frQgrJ!Il, which supports student internships in Asia for two months ea.ch Summer, Shortly after completing a semester-long 
study abroad program in Milan, Italy, O'Carroll spent the SUmmer of his junior year as a Freeman Asia intern with the Mizuno 
Corporation, a Japanese sports equipment and sportswear company led by President and CEO Akito Mizuno, a 1974 Illinois 
Wesleyan alum. During his time with the company, O'carroll toured factories, shadowed the head planner of Mizuno's global 
footwear department, and designed a concept shoe and marketing campaign in conjunction with fellow intern Sara Dust '19, 
which they presented to top executives, 

"It rea lly opened my perspective in the bUSiness world; sa id O'carrol l when describing his time at Mizuno. "I never rea lly 
thought about designing shoes, specifica lly for production th r(>(> ~ars in the future, As a consumer, you just think about 
what's out now, So, working in the global footwear department was absolutely incredible because 1 was able to see Mizuno 
shoes way back from when it was starting in 1906 to the shoes that haven't even come out yet," 

O'Carroll primarily anributed his Fulbright selection to study abroad opportunities - such as the Mizuno internship - that he 
experienced as an lWU student. He specifically credited Director of Internat ional Studies Scon Sheridan, Associate Professor of 
8usiness Administration Fred Hoyt, Associate Provost Lynda Duke, and Professor of Sociology and Di rector of the Fr(>(>man 

Asia Internship Program Teddy Amoloza fo r helping him become a Fulbrighter, 

"I wouldn't have gonen it if 1 didn't have an internship in Japan or if I didn't have experience traveling in Europe when 1 was 
studying abroad; O'carrol l said, "And, that was all thanks to the International Office and people here at Illinois Wesleyan," 

After completing the 100month Fu lbright Program, O'Carroll hopes to continue t ravelling the wand as a freelance 
videographer, and he suspects that his time in Malaysia will help SOlidify his international Career aspirations. 

"I'm definitely excited; O'CarroH said, ., haven't ever lived in a different country fo r that amount of time before, so it is a little 
nerve -wracking, But, it's something I've always wanted to do, and I'm excited to see where the journey takes me; 

O'Carroll is one of more than 1,900 U,S, citiNns who will conduct research, teach Engl ish, and provide expertise abroad during 
the 2018-19 academiC year through the Fulbright U.s, Student Program, Recipients of Fu lbright awards are se lected on the 

basis of academic and professional ach ievement along with a record of demonstrated service and leadership potential in thei r 
respective fieldS, 

The Fulbfight Program is the flagsh ip international educational exchange program sponsored by the u.s, government and is 
designed to build lasting connections bet_n the people of the United States and the people of other count ries. 

By Roc""! McCorthy '21 
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