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Students Contribute in Effort to End Neglected Tropical 
Diseases 
April 24,2018 - UpdatedApril3G 

BLOOMINGIDN,III. - Negleded Tropical 

Oil.ea~s (NTDsI impact 1.5 billion people a round 

the world, and Illinois W~leyan University 

student! in a global health course are doing their 
parI put an end to NTOs. 

As parI of "Pe rspectwes in Global Health; a 

cou rse taught by Associate Professor of Health 
and Environmental Studies Laurine Brown, 

student! d"bato! va rious health issues that affed 
regions across the world and propose poss ible 
wtutions. Each year. near the end of the 
\.emeste" stud.mll select an organ ization to 
support and build an educational and 
fund raising campaign around it, accord ing to 

Brown. Now in their 12th ~ar h~tin9 the 

CIImpaigD. students have chosen to partner wfth 
the END Fund. a private philanthropic in i tiat~ 

which focuses on delivering (NTD) Irealm"nlS 10 
Ihos... in neo!d . 

Kelty Connor ·19, a m"mber of 11'1" COUrs... and co­
coordinator of th" campaign, sa id 11'1" class 

5tud"nls in Il linois Wesleyan·s "I'@rspeclivesinGlobaIHea lth" co .. " s... 
are leadiJ19 a "END N"9lected Tropical Diseases" campaign on campus. 

chose to supporl lh" END fund aft"r being "shock<!d" when firsl introduce-d to NTDs, such as "Iephantiasis and river blindn"ss. 
during class discussions. 

"I do not personalty know anyon" who has suffere-d from a NTD, and I assum" very f"w SludenlS on Ou r campus do " ilher; 
said Connor, a nursing major and h"a llh minor. "I th ink tha!"s one reaSOn why it was so important to ra is... awar"ness about 
Ihes... mis... rabl", t ruly neglKted dis...as...s." 

Launching th"ir Iwo-week campaign, "END NegIKted Tropica l Dis...as...s" on Apri l 16, students hoped to ra is... awar"ness 
aboul NTOs and rais... $1.000 for th" END Fund. Upon conc lusion of 11'1" campaign. donalions tota led more than $1.200 to 
supporl lreatments for mO re than 2,400 individuals - 50 cents pe r person pe r ~ar - suff .... ing from 11'1" five m~t common 
NUX 

"Over 1.5 billion individuals are suffering around Ihe globe. but Ih"y receive so little attention and assistance; Connor said 
"Wilh 11'1" affordabil ity of t reatment. il is so easy to he lp r" li_ som" of 11'1" suff"ring and really mak" a profound impact for 
Ihousands of affKted individuals." 

In addition to utilizing a donation table wilh raffles in va rious loca lions around campus, slud"nls also hosle-d a special 
outdoor _nt, "ENDI"ss Fun wilh th" END Fund; Apri l 24 on 11'1" Eckley Quadrangle. Through th"';r fundra ising effo rts, Connor 
said stooenls in 11'1" globa l health COu rs... hope to bring awaren"ss to 11'1" Ill inois W"s leyan community about 11'1" pr"s...nce, 
preva l"nce and s...verity of NTOs. 

""The name says it all. Thes... d is...as...s are Iruty ne-gIKte-d by the g"n"ra l population, eSpKia lly Ihos... in ar"as that ar" not at 
riSk." Connor said. "Our campaign may be brief, but we have th" opportunity to make a profound conlribulion to 11'1" in itiativ<! 
to .... adicate mos." 

By Vi Kalca~s "20 
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