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Students Spring Into Action With Habitat for Humanity 
April 23,2018 

~ View Student Slog 

BLOOMINGIDN, III. - Wh ile Spri ng Break might 

conjure up images of sunny beach"! and 
afternoon naps, 18 Illinois Wesleyan UniVf'r! ity 
student! envisioned picking up their power toots 

and pa int brushes as vo luntef'rs for the Habitat 
for Humanity Co llegiate Bui ld in Birm ingham, 

Alabama. 

AccompaniHl by Un~rs ityChaplai n Elyse 
Nelson Winger and Diredor of Student Activ ities 

and Leadersh ip Programs liz Va les, the students 
spent a _k working on multiple const ruction 

sites and rehabilitation proj ed5. Whether 

creating a wheelcha ir accessible home and 
garage for a dil.i!bled Vf'teran or renovating parts 
of a local Ha bitat for Humanity ReStore, the 
group was hard at work tiling floor, pa inting 
wa lls and installing baseboardS. 

""The high light of the day was getting to see the 
man whose home we were bui lding and being 
ab le to visua lize the gratitude and sincere 
happ< ness he had for the college students who 
Wi>re helping out; sa id nursing major Andrew 
Coop '19 afte, the first full day of construction. 

Eighteen Il linois Wesleyan students spent thei ' SpriJ19 Break as 
~unteefS for t he Habitat for Humanity CoHegiate Build in BirmiJ19ham, 

Alabama. 

During thei' time in Birmingham, the students took advantage of the opportunity to exp<o,e the histo,ic city. The group 
visited the Civil Rights Institute and the 16th St ,(>et Baptist Church, known fo, a bombing during the civil rights movement 

thattook the lives oHou, youn9 girls. 



Eighteen Ill inois Wesleyan students spent 

their Spring Break working on multiple 

construction si!@Sandrehabi litat ionPfojects 

as volunteers for the Habitat for Humanity 
Collegiate Bui ld in Birmingham, Alabama, 

"Seeing these items made history come alive; said Teagan Potter '19, who 

wrote a blog about her experienc~ on the trip, when describing the display 
of art ifacts that had belongHl to the girls, "It was no longer something we 
just read about in history books or 5ef' in pictur~, but ft was real, and it 

happened to actua l innocMt people," 

Later on during the ir tour of Birmingham, the group visited the Birm ingham 

Botan ical Gardens where they volunteered with a conservation project by 

mulching around the pathways of the fern garden to preserve the plants, 

Throughout thei r p rojects, the students formed a st rong camaraderie with 
one another, When reca lling how her team needed to collaborate on a 

difficult aSSignment, Potter said · 1 don't know if I have ever felt SO satisfied 

in a project. To spend an hour on a project that 5ef'ms impossible only to 
find out that you CIIn do it is one of the best ff'<!l ings during const ruction,· 

This connection persistHl outside the ir work, as the group spent downtime 

hiki ng. rock climbing and ziplining together at Red Mountain Park. 

The students concluded their trip by exchanging hand-crafted mernMtos 

bui lt from excess materia ls at the work sites SO that each person could 

return home with a reminder of the people they had met and COl laborated 
with over the week-long experience, 

·1 th ink one of my favorite things about these trips is that they b ring 

together StudMts of different majors and backgrounds in gMeral that you 
wouldn-t normally get to meet in your classes,· expiainHl international 

stud ies major Crysta l Ocampo-Fernandez 'I B, "You're able to develop st rong 

and close friendships that continue after the t rip is over,· 

For fu rther ins ight and details on the trip, 5ef' the first-person student blog, writtM by Teagan Potter'19, 

tty RoeMI McCorthy '21 
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