
Illinois Wesleyan University 

Digital Commons @ IWU Digital Commons @ IWU 

News and Events Office of Communications 

8-19-2019 

Darnell '88 Earns Starkey Award Darnell '88 Earns Starkey Award 

University Communications 
Illinois Wesleyan University 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/news 

Recommended Citation 
University Communications, "Darnell '88 Earns Starkey Award" (2019). News and Events. 
3891. 
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/news/3891 

This Article is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital 
Commons @ IWU with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this material in any 
way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For 
other uses you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights 
are indicated by a Creative Commons license in the record and/ or on the work itself. This material 
has been accepted for inclusion by faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information, 
please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu. 
©Copyright is owned by the author of this document. 

http://www.iwu.edu/
http://www.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/news
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/univcom
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/news?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fnews%2F3891&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/news/3891?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fnews%2F3891&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@iwu.edu


Darnell '88 Earns Starkey Award 
Aug. 19, 2019 

BLOOMINGTON, III. - Michele Murray Darnell '88 is the 

2019 recipient of the Max L. Starkey Service Award allilinois 

Wesleyan University. Interim President Georgia Nugent 

announced the award winner Aug. 19 at the annual Faculty­

Staff Breakfast. 

A 1988 graduate of Illinois Wesleyan, Darnell spent 30 years 

in Admissions working with students, parents and counselors 

to help them learn more about the University and the 

admissionslfinancial aid process. 

' On many occasions I have listened to Michele talk to 

prospective students and their famil ies," wrote a nominator. 

' You can hear the enthusiasm in her voice, she is so positive 

about IWU and the benefits that come along with an IWU 

education. Her experience as an IWU alum and a long-time 

employee are proof that IWU is a great place to be: 

lmer'rn Pr"""",,,t Georg .. Nugent presents Midlele Murray Damel ·68 with t!Ie 2019 
Max L Starl<ey Service Award at t!Ie anoual F"""Iri·Stan Break/ast. 

During the summer of 2018, Darnell moved into the newly created pre-health and biology career advisor pos i ~on where she helps 

students secure meaningful job shadowing and internship opportun i ~es as they prepare for a variety of graduate and professional 

schools. 

"Guidance in very important life decisions is the key piece to her pos i ~on as the pre-health and biology career advisor: noted a 

nominator. "Michele meets with students to advise and guide them through the pre-med path to medical school, pre-dental path to dental 

school, etc. Her longtime commitment to IWU provides her with connec~ons to many IWU alumni. Daily, she sets up shadowing, 

mentoring and internship opportunities for our current students. She is an excellent representative of Ill inois Wesleyan University. " 

The Starkey Award is given to a staff member whose loyalty, enthusiasm and outstanding contributions have provided an invaluable 

service to the Illinois Wesleyan community. Established in 2001, the award is named in honor of the late Max Starkey, a 1957 graduate of 

lllin~s Wesleyan, who was the University"s controller for more than 39 years un~1 his retirement in 1996. The award is made possible 

through a gift of the Starkey family. 

A committee comprised of members of the Starkey family and fonner Illinois Wesleyan staff and faculty selects the Starkey Award winner 

from nominations from the faculty and staff. This year"s committee included: Sue Anderson, professor emerita; Leanne Cox, former 

registrar; Marc Featherly, former phot09rapher; Art Kill ian, fonner 9roundsman; Pamela Muirhead, professor emerita; R0ger Schnaitter, 

fonner associate provost for academic planning and standards and professor emeritus. 
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