W Illinois Wesleyan University

Digital Commons @ IWU

News and Events Office of Communications

Winter 1-27-2023

Physics Department Awarded for Improving Undergraduate
Physics Education

MJ Soria
Illinois Wesleyan University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/news

b Part of the Education Commons

Recommended Citation

Soria, M], "Physics Department Awarded for Improving Undergraduate Physics Education"
(2023). News and Events. 4263.
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/news/4263

This Article is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital
Commons @ IWU with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this material in any
way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For
other uses you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights
are indicated by a Creative Commons license in the record and/ or on the work itself. This material
has been accepted for inclusion by faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information,
please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu.

© Copyright is owned by the author of this document.


http://www.iwu.edu/
http://www.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/news
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/univcom
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/news?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fnews%2F4263&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/784?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fnews%2F4263&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/news/4263?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fnews%2F4263&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@iwu.edu

Physics Department Awarded for Improving
Undergraduate Physics Education

Jan. 27, 2023

BLOOMINGTON, lil. — The Physics Department at lllinois Wesleyan University has earned an award
from the American Physical Society (APS) for its excellence in improving the undergraduate experience
for those studying physics.

According to the APS, this Improving Undergraduate Physics Education Award recognizes work of the
IWU Physics Department including the "continuing success of recruiting a high number of physics majors,
the research opportunities provided by the faculty, the

remarkable commitment to curricular development
and strong and sustained efforts to increase
diversity of majors.”

The APS Award letter adds, “Your department is a
role model for other liberal arts colleges.”

The APS Committee on Education is dedicated to
elevating the quality of physics education at all
levels. The group provides support to departmental
missions to recruit students from underrepresented
groups, as well as publicizing the importance of
physics education to the public.

Sludenls work willy eguipinenl in an experimenlal physics class al

“We celebrate all of the different ways to do physics: )’
experimental, theoretical and computational,” said

Narendra Jaggi, professor and chair of the Physics
Department. “The bottom line is this: To us, welcoming and honoring all of our physics students is a high
priority.”

At IWU, the Physics Department provides opportunities such as a concentration in Optics and Photonics
as well as offerings in Quantum Information Science Engineering (QISE).

“We as a department work hard to see all of our students, regardless of their motivations to study
physics, regardless of their previous background in physics,” said Jaggi. "We try to make them feel that
they belong.in the department.”

The Physics Department also provides a diverse range of clubs for the diverse interests of physics
students and has substantially increased the number of offerings for upper level physics courses that
have a laboratory component.

Jaggi will accept the award on behalf of the department at the American Physical Society meeting in April
in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

By MJ Soria 25
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