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New Student Organization Up ‘til Dawn

BLOOMINGTON, Ill. - Illinois Wesleyan University has more than 165 registered student
organizations (RSO’s), including government organizations, sport teams, Greek societies and
philanthropic groups. This past year students on campus added another addition to the extensive
list of RSO’s, Up ‘til Dawn.

Up ‘til Dawn is an organization dedicated to raising money for the St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital, an internationally recognized research hospital that provides free care to
children with cancer and other life-threatening illnesses. Approximately 150 Illinois Wesleyan
students participated in a letter-writing campaign, organized by Up ‘till Dawn, which raised over
$19,000. All of the money will go towards the operation of the daily research and treatment of
the hospital, which cost more than $1 million per day to maintain.

The St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital was founded by late entertainer Danny
Thomas, and is based in Memphis, Tenn. The hospital is financially supported by ALSAC (The
American Lebanese Syrian Associated Charities), the fundraising organization for the hospital.

“It’s important that a group like this exists so that we are given the opportunity to help
children with catastrophic diseases improve their chance of survival. Since the first Up ‘til Dawn
started at the University of Memphis ten years ago, college students across the nation have
helped raise millions of dollars,” said Blake Bradley, director of fraternity and sorority life, and
the faculty advisor of Up ‘til Dawn. “Plus, the leadership skills students on the executive board
develop are valuable ways to learn and build their skill set for their careers after college.”

In celebration of a successful year of fund-raising, Up ‘til Dawn hosted their first annual
event on March 27 from 7-11:00 p.m. in the Memorial Center. Throughout the evening students
enjoyed performances by local bands, a bags tournament, a masseuse and video games.

Future plans for Up ‘til Dawn include repeating the same letter-writing campaign next

year, and developing several smaller events throughout the year.
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Any and all Illinois Wesleyan students are welcome to join the group. Applications for the 2009-
10 executive board are available in the Hansen Student Center office, and are due on or before
April 104:30 p.m.

For more information on St. Jude, visit www.stjude.org. For more information on Up ‘til

Dawn at Illinois , contact Blake Bradley at abradley @iwu.edu or (309) 556-3555.
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