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Carter '87 Combines Theatre, Business Skills as Mind-Blowing Mentalist 

Aug. 24, 2023 

BLOOMINGTON, Ill. - Using the power of illusion and psychological techniques, mentalist Christopher Carter '87 knows hOw to capture 
the attention of a croWd, even giving the impression that he can read minds. 

But those skills didn't always come naturally, he said. 

As a teenager, Carter discovered a passion for magic illusion with a mind-reading Hair. He attended Illinois Wesleyan University to study 
both theatre and business, and that's where 

the idea to tum his talent into a unique career began to materialize. 

·1 always knew I wanted to be performing, I just didn't have the courage to do it,' 
he said. "Being a theatre student introduced me to principles of performance and 
made me comfortable with the idea that this is something I could do. My time at 
Illinois Wesleyan helped a great deal in developing this career: 

Equipped With his theatre and business Knowledge from IWU, Carter studied 
theatre history and criticism at the University of Michigan before starting his own 
business as a mentalist Qerformer based in Chica92. He now entertains crowds on 
college campuses, at awards banquets and at corporate presentations. 

While on stage, Carter wows the audience by combining magic trid<s, hypnosis 
and the power of suggestion to make it appear like he is reading minds of those in 
the crowd. He selects an audience member and determines the name of their first 
crush, and even duct tapes his eyes shut before describing an object hidden in 

Chris~her Ca.r::r '87 has cc::at :d a maualis1 car:::r using hs 
know",.:tlge of r.on--w .rbal cornmt.rnicafun a..1j mag:cal illusion. a_.o;c; 
witn: th=atre ar:d t:r~ss s:d:s he gU :d a: Illinois W:steya-.. 

someone's pocket 

During corporate events, Carter said his performance provides more than just 
mystical entertainment to executives. He shares non-verbal communication tips and persuasive techniques that can be put to use in the 
business world, all With a humorous tone. 

O.ris:ophi=r C=rter '87 ha.s teen reri~g 10 1\1\,\J ior more lta1 20 
y.a~ to pr~.a.-: his m:r~ shGW to s:uderits .a: Cle st.an oiU:e 
s~ster. In this photo from 2005. he rr..ake·s predictions from the 
s:;4e at H ansal Student Canter with d:ra: ;ape ov=r his eyes. 

"Skills of the stage are just applied communication skills," he said. "People in 
business need these skills, to control a conversation or control a stage if they're 
presenting: 

For more than 20 years, Carter has returned to his alma mater to perform for Illinois 
Wesleyan students. On Wednesday, Aug. 23, new and transfer students enjoyed 
Carter's shOw as part of the Turning Titan back-to-sehool celebration, hosted by the 
Campus Activities Board. 

"Chris's performance was mind-blowing," said CAB director, Laina Chavarria '25. 
"Even his warm up was very impressive. His skill of reading people's mannerisms is 
incredible and something I wish I could do. overall, his performance was one of a 
kind and left me amazed." 

That's exactly the reaction Carter likes to see. 

·1 hope students feel a sense of absolutely mind-numbing astonishment,' he said. ·1 
want them to be freaked out I do think it's good to encounter things we don't 

understand on a regular basis: 

Beyond the exciting show, Carter hopes IWU students might gain some inspiration from his atypical career choice. 

"There is very little you can imagine for a career path that you cannot succeed at, provided you approach it as an entrepreneur. Those 
skills are definitely something you can pick up at 1 llinois Wesleyan, but you have to think broadly,' said Carter. 

By JUiia Perez 
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