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Celebrated Poet John Keene to Join 
Joanne Diaz for Poetry Conversation 
BY CHRIS FRANCIS I APRIL 04, 2024 

NEWS v 

BLOOMINGTON, 111. -The Illino is Wesleyan University English Department is teaming up w ith 
Ill inois State University to bring nat ional ly celebrated poets to Bloomington-Normal and the 

IWU campus on Wednesday, Apri l 10. 

IWU will host a conversation w it h MacArthur Genius Grant and Nat ional Book Award recipient 

John Keene alongside Isaac Funk Endowed Professor of English Joanne Diaz in The Ames 

Library's Beckman Auditorium at 3 p.m. Diaz wil l lead t he conversation with Keene, 

encouraging st udents to part icipate w ith their ow n questions. 

This marks the return of 
t he Lucia Getsi Poetry 

Reading, an event hosted 

by ISU's SP-oon River 
PoetrY. Review (SRPR). 
Keene wil l j oin award­

w inning poet Marissa Davis 

for a reading at 7 p.m. at 
The Normal Theat re, 

fol lowed by a book 

signing. 

Diaz and Robert 

Harrington Endovved 
Professor of Eng Ii sh and 

Chair of English Michael 

Theune helped facil itate 

Award•winning poet John Keene, le~ and Isaac Funk Endowed Professor of 
English Joanne Diaz, right, will conduct a conversation about the art of poetry at 
3 p.m. on \.Yednesday, April 10, in The Ames Library's Beckman Auditorium. 

t he col laboration between t he two universit ies, specifically with Steve Halle, d irector of 

publ ications for ISU's departmen t of English and editor-in-chief of SRPR. 

"The groundwork for this kind of col laboration was laid a long t ime ago;' said Theune, vvho was 
t he review essay editor for SRPR for a decade vvhile Diaz w as the poet ry editor. "SRPR wanted to 

have a reading that featured a headliner poet read along wit h t he recipient of the 2023 SRPR 

Editor's Prize, Marissa Davis ... IWU was happy to be asked to partner w it h them" to provide a 

venue for John Keene. 

"Both poets are incredible and multi-talented literary artists and translators;' Halle said. "John 

Keene is one of t he most lauded poet s and fiction w riters in the U.S. in recent memory:' He is 

currently an associate professor of English, African American st udies, and African st udies at 

Rutgers University- Newark. 

"Keene is one of today's great U.S. poets;' Theune agreed. "Keene is a Black, gay poet who 

w rites frankly and lovingly about the facts and circumstances of his identity and history ... 

Poetry is a vvay that Keene can recover t he past. With poetry, h e conveys it and transfo rms it 

into liv ing rhythms of lyric. Keene uses poetry to fold t ime in such a vvay that he can make the 

past palpable in the present ... He is truly and deeply himself, but he also reaches out:' 

Keene was also previously a professor at Brow n Univers ity and Nort hwestern University, where 

he was director of the undergraduate creative vvrit ing program. 

"Collaborating on b ig events like this helps to make poet ry more prominent in Bloomington­

Normal and in our respective poet ry communities at ISU and IWU, which is part of SRPR's 

mission- to build community t hrough poetry;' said Halle. "I think the community stands to 
learn a great deal by engaging with contemporary poetry that is t ruly exceptional and cult ure­

shaping:' 
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