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Three New Majors Among Program 
Updates for 2024-25 
BY JULIA PEREZ I JUNE 18, 2024 

BLOOMINGTON, 111. -Three new programs w il l be offered to Ill inois Wesleyan University 
st udents beginning in t he fall of 2024, in addit ion to new cert ificates. 

These offerings jo in more than 100 majors, minors and concentrations currently available for 
students. 

Sociology-Criminology 

The Criminology major wil l focus on t he sociological st udy of crime and t he criminal-legal 
system. In addit ion to a core sociological foundat ion, this interd isciplinary program includes 

offerings from courses in psychology, chemistry, English, philosophy and polit ical science. 

Associate Professor Sociology and Interim Chair of Socio logy Court ney Irby said this program is 
v11ell-suited for students interested in careers within law, social services, law enforcement and 
forensics. 

"We're envisioning this as a program t hat allows students to embrace t he interd isciplinary 
liberal arts experience. That helps us ensure we're producing a well-rounded individual t hat 
t hinks about t he criminal just ice system, not just in terms of how do we incarcerate people, but 

what are those consequences and patterns, how do we explain t hem, and how do we ensure 
we are being thoughtful about t he question of incarceration, just ice and law;' said Irby. 

Supply Chain Management 

Supply Chain Management involves 
st rategically planning, coord inat ing, and 
opt imizing the flow of goods, services, 
information, and finances from suppliers to 

end customers through various dist ribution 
channels. The program wi ll educate students 
to develop creative solutions, convert data 
into actionable decisions, and manage the 
impact t hose decisions have on stakeholders. 

Dean of t he School of Business and 
Economics Bryan Mccannon said the 
importance of successful supply chain 
management has been made clear in recent 
years during d isruptions and delays at ports 

or product shortages during t he COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Interest in studying supply chain 

A student studies an equation in a business economics 
class taught by Bryan Mccannon. 

management has grown nationwide, said Mccannon, placing IWU among t he lead ing 
inst it utions launching t he program. 

"There is st rong demand for ind ividuals with knowledge of the supply chain as its importance 
in business operations is now made clear. Someone graduating with a major in supply chain 

management can be hired direct ly into a management role handling the purchasing, inventory 
control, t ransportation and logist ics, and numerous other essential business operations;' said 

Mccannon. 

Communication 

A degree in Communication wi ll focus on public relations, strategic communication and 
journalism, preparing students for careers w it h media companies, sports organizations, 
government agencies, foundat ions and not-for-profit groups. Students will develop skills for 
t radit ional and new media forms, such as v isual media, digital and print journalism, social and 
interactive media. 

"A d ist inctive feature of this program is an array of co-curricular activit ies that support student 
interests in various types of media, from creat ing radio and livest ream broadcasts, to writ ing 

and edit ing for t he student news pa per and student-edited journals, to on-cam pus internships 
in communications and public relations;' said Robert Harrington Endowed Professor of Eng lish 
and Chair of English Michael Theune. 

The program could be complemented wit h a minor in Creative Writ ing, Film Stud ies or Graphic 
Design, or as a double major w it h Business or English-Writ ing. 

"While p roviding excellent professional training, t his major is bound up w it h the liberal arts 

education students receive at Il lino is Wesleyan, preparing students to communicate 
t houghtfully and persuasively about what matters to t hem, equipping t hem to give voice to 
v11hat t hey value;' added Theune. 

In addition to t hese three new majors, academic cert ificates in Dance and lntercultural 
Competence w ill be available beginning in the fall semester. 
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