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Michele Brezinskl of Bloominagton., Minn. '
lilinois Wesleyan Names 12 Freshmen Presidential Scholars @ empoS

BLOOMINGTON, lll.-Michele Brezinski of Bloomington, Minn., (Thomas Jefferson Senior H.S.) Is
among a dozen freshmen honored today (Sept. 11) as Presidential Scholars ot lllinois Wesleyan
University.

Brezinski, a National Merit Scholar, plans to major in biochemistry and minor in
international studies. She also has an interest in journalism and was sports editor of her high
school newspaper. She has studied piano for 14 years and was a member of the state
championship tennis team.

Brezinski appeared in a production of *Bye Bye Birdie" and was assistant director of a
production of "Little Shop of Horrors."

She has been involved in various community service activities, including an art workshop
for inner-city youngsters.

According to Roger Schnaitter, IWU associate provost, Brezinski, to date, has selected 57
courses to take from the university's catalog-25 more courses than IWU's graduation requirement.

The Presidential Scholars' Program, established in 1978, recognizes a group of entering
freshmen distinguished for their past achievements and future promise. They are students who
have taken on many challenges in and out of the classroom. Selections for the academic honor
are based on personal interviews and application materials.

Nine of this year's dozen Presidential Scholars also are National Merit Scholars. As a
group, the Presidential Scholars averaged 1457 on the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT), a major
college entrance test with a perfect score of 1600.

Brezinski received her Presidential Scholar honor at IUU's President's Convocation, a
campus-wide gathering marking the start of the academic year.

International Olympic Committee (I0C) member Anita Defrantz addressed the President's
Convocation and received an honorary Doctor of laws degree. Defrantz, president of the
Amateur Athletic Foundation and an attorney, won a bronze medal in rowing at the 1976
Montreal games. The Sporting News, the weekly newspaper, has called Defrantz one of the 100
most powerful women in sports and The Australian Magazine this year ranked her among the 100
most powerful women in the world. Defrantz played a pivotal role In Atlanta securing this year's
summer Olympic games and Salt Llake City hosting the 2002 winter Olympics. The Wall Street

(more)




IWU Presidential Scholar/2
Journal in a profile of Defrantz last June reported she is the only woman on the 11-member I0C
Executive Committee and the first black woman elected to the body.

Michele is the daughter of Lawrence and Mary Brezinski, 3500 West 100th St.,
Bloomington, Minn.

IWU, founded in 1850, enrolls about 1,900 students in a College of Liberal fArts, College
of Fine Arts, and a four-year professional School of Nursing. A $15 million athietics and
recreation center opened in the fall of 1994; and a $25 million science building opened in the
fall of 1995. The Carnegie Commission for the Advancement of Teaching promoted lllinols
Wesleyan to a "Baccolaureate I* institution in 1994, a dassification that places it among 161
highly selective National Liberal firts Colleges in the annual U.S. News & World Report rankings.
Barron's Profiles of American Colleges, another respected college guide, rated WU *highly
competitive (+)" In its latest edition.
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